SRR R R S i S B
o §

/& SAWFLY SIUDY GRCUP ¥
© R R R R R AR

Newsletter No 3, Januwary 1989

Apologies

This newsletter should have been dated April 1988, I eventually managed to
produce a mock-up in June but a heavy workload and various other distractions
have prevented my completing the task until now. I apologise to those who
have sent in contributions for the newsletier for the delay in seeing their
fforts in print. I sincerely hope that future newsletters will be produced

more promotly, il not more vegnlarly.

If you will believe it, the next nswsletter is due to a.pear in April, 1959
Articles, notes and observations would be most welcome. Contained therein
will be British distribution maps for the Tenthredinine genara pacrophya

and PYachynrotasis, lecords please, to make the maps as complete as possible,

wavid Sheprard, IC stainfield hoad, hanthorpe, Bourne, Lincolnshire. r&IC Clus.

Dirty Tricks by Selandriinae and Blennocampinae!

£

when fly-catching, once the siecimen is in the net I often hold tn

(6]

apex of the bag up high, and the fly almost invariably neads skyward:
and is thus sieedily located and tubed. ot so with cawflies!

Given the opportunity, several genera {(Dolerus and Athalia are perhass

the worst offenders) have a nasty nabit of tucking all their legs up

tight to the vody and plwaueting out of the net in an ecarthwards

direction!

Adem Wright. Zerbert suseum and art sallevy, Jordan Well, Coventxry,

west idlands, CVI 53d.

Athalia bicolor

This sawfly, which I would normally consider scarce, seems to be
turning up with increased frequency. I have been sent specimens of
A.bicolor for identification both in 1986 and 1987, and Dave Sheppard
has also taken it more often of late. Has anyone else reason t;

believe that this species is becoming more common?



More about Abia!

As is always the way, after writing my note requesting information
on Abia sp, I actually located a fair colony (only two miles from
work!) on 16.6.1987. During the course of the summer I visited the

site regularly and was able to count "double figures" of A. sericea
g y g £. Sericea

on two occasions.

One hot day yielded nine males simultaneously on'the same Alder -

a small bush less than 1.5m high. An interesting behavioural

pattern was noticed. The A. sericea almost invariably rested with
their heads towards the apex of the leaf. If a second specimen
landed on an already occupied leaf, it was normal for one or both
insects to take to the air. If two met in mid-air, they would

engate in what was either combat or mating attempts before circling‘
round and returning to separate leaves. Their flight is surprisingly

strong and fast on hot days.

A. sericea was seen on each of five visits to the site between
16.6.1987 and 24.7.1987. Larvae were found on 1.10.1987. In
total I have probably seen about 35 specimens of A. sericea in
1987, but only one of these was female. This certainly confirms
the great imbalance in the sex ratio cited by Benson in his R.E.S.
Key, but does not clarify whether females are genuinely scarce or,

in some way, elusive!

Adam Wright.

rrofessor d.w.inliles Coliection.

The Sawfly collection of Profesior H.W..iles is now in 4
Ent ological © llectionsg. (wik rd University . useus SO gl
Lneomo Oblva vOo ec V...O.lu, LXionrd Jdrlversl Yoaasewn, [esyAniot- LS
te inspect this collection should contact Dr Georie . .ciavin or

i Chriz C'toole at the cope sarbonolosical Jol'sations, Lniversiss

Loy e o 1. 1. P . ' .
agewn, sard oo, culoni, vl .



A Note from North Wales

Cne of the most unexpected finds of 1987 was Rhadinoc

eraza micans

(x1lug) at Llangaflo, Anglesey. Leveral adults were found on leaves

of Iris pseudacorus in a ditch with a varied flora at

marshy field. This is the Cirat record of the species

the side of a
for North Wales,

described by benson as ‘'extremely local'. The only other specimens in

our collection were taken in 5ilverdale, Lancs. L.vi.

Michaelis. The closely related Fhymatocera aterrima (

1958 by H.X.

alug) occurs in

the Bangor area, the larva leaving characteristic grazed strips on

the leaves of Solowon's teal. It was also reported from Bednant Gardens

in the Conway Vallay come years /0, CaUs ing conaider

BN

tne plants.

Joan organ. school of aninal Biclogy, University Col:

Wales, Dangor, dwynedd, Lu5T 20w,

dematus polygoni benson, 1961 in sritain.

able Jamage O

ege of .orth

-1 3 > . s . — PR TR ]
T have checked ihe collections of o sawflies in thie  BDerofiells) 220G

can fird no other material ol this species, other than the original

type series from Bavaria, consisting of 20”2nd?2 @ (incl

nolotype) te which Liston refers.

is yet I have becon wnatle to find any r:ference 1o thi

in 3ritain, subszquent to its descri_tion in 1961, The

cossibility that the compilers of the Britisn chec klis

£ some personal communication concerning this specles

O

wut Iocanod be sure of this. b shculd be noied tuat

de. _Lfl

z in Britein,

the nost plan

of L.oolygonil, rolysonun Yistorta Linnaeus, is relatively rare in

Svitain wnd is, crirmarily, a northern and ce=nsral Luropsan specles.

neil D. Svringate, w2 artnent of sntomology, iywenoptera Section.
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Problems with lrotemphytus

I have recently come across a problem with the identity of some

Protemphytus. A female taken at Great Horwood, Bucks. II August 1987

keys out to }.carpini (Hartig) showing all the key features and having
a largely white hind tibia. I also have two males which appear to be
this species, one collected at the same place on the same date and
another taken at Turweston Carr, Bucks, 14 August 1367. towever they
have black tegulae and only the trochanters of the nind legs are white.
Also, I believe, i,carpini is supposed to be a parthenogenic species.
I have one otiex specimen, a male from High standing; Woocd, Derks.

30 fay 1984, wnich has entirsly dark hind legs and tegulae but does
not appear to be punctate on £1e scuteliwa. The :enis valves of all
three males are identical.

I would be most gratefuli for any inforwation on tue Id ntification of

these species.

David Gibbs,c,o0 Cedarwood, worast .oad, <arfield, _racknell, ogrks
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sdditions to tioe Iritish Sawfly Mawna since lenson's and 0OCKS.

Somae 15 ssecies have been added to the British List since the publicaticn
of 3Senson's tares wvolume uet of andbocks. These are lisisd btelow with

some apyropriate references.

Ziphydria longicollis (Geoffroy,I785

Shaw,: ... . & Liston,4.D.,1987. Kipnydria longicoliis {(Geoffroy) {iiym.
Xiphydriidae) new to Britain. ant Gaz. 561 255=705,

i.acrophya alboannulata (Costa,lagﬁj

Pd

Liston,&.D.,1¥6%, Distribution and xcology of the Cawflies racroviaya

alboannulata Costa and i..albicincta (schrank,in the west ralaearctic.

Faun. Abh.,bresden. IC:15I-153.

Liston,A.D.,1987. Hacrophya parvula nonow (Hymenoptera: Yentaredinidas)

llew to Britain, Int Gaz. 38:125-128.

Indophytus anemones (neving, 1934)

. e ease S ,
Benson,ii. b, 12601, ondophytus ansniones
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vohemoslov 73:404-415,
Liston,A.D.,I98I, iHotes on lititle known British iristiphora Lat (Hym.,
Tenthredinidae) ol the Abietina Sroup. ©nt mon lMag IiT:73-=75,

Pristiphora pseudodeciniens Lienes & Lristek,1976.

Benes & Lristek, I976. see above.
’

Pristiphora karvoneni (Lindqvist,I952)

Liston,A.D.,I1983, Pristiphora karovoneni (Lindqvist) (fiym. , Tenthredinidae )

New to Britain. Ent mon Mag 1I9:I35-I35.

Pristiphora lanifica (Zaddach, 1882)

Liston,a.D., I98I. iristiphora (Lygaeophora) lanifica (2addach, 1832)

new to Britain (liymenoptera, Tenthredinidae). &nt Gaz. 32:181-184.

Pristiphora microncmatica lalaise, 1971,

Liston,A.D.,1982, soue Sawlflies from Waitlaow ..ose nature zeserve,
Southern Scotland, with a species new to Dritain \iyu. , oympnyta) .
vnt Rec J Var., 94:175-179.

ntc

s“meaurone:ratus Tamtchatica ialaiseliv-i,

Lindgvist,s., I946I, wie rrontopristia arten FPinnland: (ifyme, Tenthz.
Lotulae Ent. 41:69-7%.

Amauronematus ;odmani zensonl9575,

Benson, I195¢ see above,

N
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rachynezatus arcticus \ulnﬁqvﬁu y L9558,

Senson,R.3,,2961, Pachynematus arcticus \uindgvist; comb, nov.,

A Hew Britisn sawfly in Suthe ~land (Qym.,]:mt;radinl;a@).
Ent mon l:ag. 96: 137-138.

rachynematus glabrice eps Lindavist, 1949,

Zenson,X.B., I954. lachyneiatus giabricens Lindqvist, o wew Sritish

Sawfly and a note on smpria lituratw Umoelin Uiyine, Yenthredinidae, .

int mon rag. ICL:263-264.

/

zacnhynenmatus torridonensis Liston, I38C,

Liston,a.D.,198C. sotes on some sevflies (il ,Cyuphyse, found in
b , 7 ) Yy~ o J

Scotlend, with a Des seription of SV Bpeces of rzohyvnecatus onow

from Wester RHoss. Haturalist (dull,. I105:51-54.

Yaciymenatus virginalis Lis ston, 19462

Liston,A.D.,i982.kotey on sawflies <“YL.,u«HuQJ a, collccted in

Scotland. ant mon sag, L15:259-245

andrew Liston., 79, Clewmiistor a0, mdln




RECENT PUBLICATICNS

Lane,S.A. & Warren,D.¥., I987. Coventry Ecological Survey I9G7.
‘ City of Coventry Leisure Services. I3%6pp.
Rahoo,G.M. & Luff,l.L., I988, Cannibalistic Egg Mortality in the

Small Gooseberry Sawfly, Pristiphora pallipes

lLepeletier (Hymenoptera:Tenthredinidae).
Ent Gaz. 39:83-84.

Rahoo,G.M. & Luff,M.L., I988. Ichneumonid (iym) parasitoids of
Gooseberry Sawflies (Hym.,Tenthredinidag).
Entom mon Mag. I24:16I-164.

Stehr,F.W., I987. Immature Insects. Lendall/Hunt Publishing Co.
Dubuque, Iowa. .
5Ipp on Symphyta by David Smith and Woodrow
lxiddlekauf. iany illustrations, descriptions
& keys. rrice £4C 1ish,

Waring,P.,I1988. Sawfly damage to Honeysuckle similar to that of tiae

Broad-bordered Bee Hawkmoth. XEnt H#ec.I{C:76.

PUBLICATIONS FCR SALE

A Review of the Symphyta of the Sheffield srea. David Gibbs. Sorby

Record No22 1I984. Copies available from Derek Whiteley, City luseus,

Weston Park, Sheffield, »iC 2Tr. Price: rostage raid =nvelope.

Catalogue of the Sawflies in tiie Collection of the Herbert irt Gallery
and Nuseum, Coventry. Adam wWright. 99pp luch Saunt and Daltry
material. Copies available from Adan VWright, Herbert Art Gallery
and iuseum, Jordan wWell, Coventry, west lhiidlands, CVI 5Ri.

Price: £I.50 inc rér. .

Nearctic Sawflies I Blennocampinae: Adults ahd Larvae.

2 Selandriinae: Adults.

3 leterarthrinae: Adults and Larvae.

4 Allantinac: adults and Larvasz.
Copies available-from br wavii Swith, Systenatic .ntomoicgy lLab.
TuGeDede of0 U.5. lational L uocws HnD I6E, sashington LC 2056C
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In liewsletter No.l you conment on a laciz of success in brin

sawilies through the pupal stage. vie were guite successiul during cur
fisst year's attenipts but have had little success since. The fzault I am
sure lies not in the method but in our lacki of attention to detail. fere

is the method I was taught by that successful practitioner, H. N. Michaelis.
Fut a handful of moist, sterile gardsner's peat in a plastic
it with some Schacnum moss from wnich surplus water has been lightly sgsueszed
rut in a supply of Hfood plant and the larvae, tnen carefully zeal to retzin
humidity. (Adequ~te humidity is an essential for larvae and pupae;
Sphagnum helps with humidity an: inhibits mould, & other essential.; When
larvae have gone down to rupate put the bags outsice in zhade, cover uitin
old sacking to protect irom directs frost, leave out &ll winter and
in to warmth and ligzht - not direct sunlight - in ltarch and watch thex all
emerge!
Foints . . .
to note. Remove unwanted plant material; don't let it zo

nomoe

o

mouldy. Maintain humidity; the contents of most plastic bags in th
will dry out. (H.E.F. believed there is a connection between ocur early
successes, while our open fires burned coal and gave us refreshing drauznts,
and our later lack of success and failures with humidity during the era of
radiators and gas fires. She also reminds me that 3C years ago plastic Ddacgs
were thicker than now and less trone to drying out. ie also used honey

jars with sealing screw tops.)

Some problems we encountered on the way. ¥le often find single larvae
wandering about in August and Sertember. I still horve that some mar pusate
and produce adults. E.E.F, is sure they are behaving abnormally beczuss
they are narasitised, or in some other way ailinz. e néver seam T =T

anvtining Zrox these odc larvae so zhe nay well 2e richt.
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Two species of birch are found commonly in Britain. If yo
know the differsnce between Betula pendula and 3. vubescens some Tricrnicscemz

-

larvae do znd they will starve if niven pendula when thsy wani pubescernz

Fossibly other species are ejually particular as we %now rontania srpz.

are on Salix.

Ocdity. Cur only Cimbex luteus was brouzht to putation on dlacxincrz
by an exverienced leridopterist, now deczased. It emerpged wnile I nalil

its coccoon, then it bit :ie so that the blood drip, drin, drivpedd

orzl: never hold a Cimbex in thz fingers.
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REQUESTS FOR HELE

Pristiphora spp. Can anyone help with the identification of these?
Joan lMorgan. Scool of Animal Biology, University College of North Wales,
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 2UW.

Sawflies on Betula spp. If anyone has data about sawflies feading on
Betula spp, please contact Carsten Ritza#, Universitat Cldenburg,

Fachbereich 7 (Biologie), Fostfach 25C3, D-29CC Cldenburg. FLG.

Sawfly Larvae. Anyone willing to identify sawfly larvae fror named
host-plants? Each year, sawflies are incidental in a sampling programae
for lepidopterous larvae and I would very much like to have them
identified. raul Waring, tature Conservancy Council, iorthminster

Liouse, :zeterborough, r-I IUA.

Tim BRITISH DISTRIBUTICH CF T..o FAuILY ARGIDAS

Aprosthema melanura ZHecorded from Cothill (Oxon), BDassenhally Pit (Cambs

N~

the New Forest (Hants) and very recently from another Cambridgeshire git:

(D

Cnly 2 recent records.

Sterictiphora furcata Cnly recorded from 4 localitie° Ch enden Houghs
(rent), Boping area (London/issex), Bricket Wocd (ierts d Winlaton iill
(Co.Durham). liot recorded since I195C.

S.geninata iecordad throughout England and Scotland but only three

recent records.

Asrge berberidis. Lecorded from the west of ingland by Leach in the early

nineteenth centuary. Lo other records and therefore possibily a

\
&

mis-identification.

s.ciliaris Throughout bngland. I2 recent records.

isclavicornis Yhroughout .ngland and Scotland., I8 recent recoxrds,

z.Ccyanocrocea (ne of the most abundant Argids throughout ingland and

Jales. 65 recent records

~2.2n0dis  Hdecorded from IY9 localities throughout .ngland., avly records

. o P A A I
LG Tecoris since 1Y42.




A.melanochroa Very local in Bast iidlands of England and in Bast Anglia.

Older records exist for the South-west of England. 6 recent records.

A.metallica Benson gives only Irish localities but records also exist

from southern England. No records since I927.
A.nigripes Widespread throughout lngland. 20 recent records.

A.ochropus Very local in southern and central kngland. Cnly 3 recent

records, all from Warwickshire.

A.pagana Rather local in south and central bngland, rarely occuring as far
north as Yorkshire. 15 recent records.

A.rustica Very local in southern and parts of central kngland.

2 recent records.

A,ustulata Cne of the most widespread and abundant species of Argidae

throughout &ngland and Scotland. 6C recent records,
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